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Introduction 
 
This report summarises the 2018 National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results for 
Western Australian (WA) public school students. 
 
Introduced in 2008, NAPLAN is conducted annually across 
Australia in all schools. 
 
More than 88,000 WA public school students in Years 3, 5, 7 
and 9 sat the national literacy and numeracy tests in 2018.  
This included more than 31,000 WA public school students 
who sat the assessments online as part of NAPLAN’s national 
transition from pen and paper to online assessments. 
 
Further information about NAPLAN and 2018 national and 
state wide results (across public and non-government 
schools) is available via the national NAPLAN report. 
 
Trends and comparisons 
 
The scores for each test are independent.  A score in 
Reading, for example, cannot be compared with a score in 
Numeracy or Writing. 
 
Any given score on an assessment represents the same level 
of achievement over time.  For example, a score of 500 in 
Reading is equivalent to the same score in previous and 
future testing years. 
 

http://det.wa.edu.au/accountability/detcms/portal/
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/resources/2018-naplan-national-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2


3 
 

Judgements about whether there has been an improvement 
or decline in results should only be made when there is a 
substantial change in the results from one year to the next, or 
a consistent trend over several years. 
 
Writing results are presented back to 2011 when a new 
Writing assessment scale was introduced. 
 
Notes, definitions and abbreviations 
 
The number of students (# Students) includes all students 
who sat the test, as well as those who were exempt, absent or 
formally withdrawn from the test(s). 
 
Participation rates comprise students who either sat the 
tests or were exempt, as a proportion of all students including 
absent and withdrawn students. 
 
Exempt students are those who were granted formal 
exemptions because they had a significant intellectual or 
functional disability; or were from a non-English speaking 
background and had been in Australia for less than one year.  
Exempt students are deemed not to have met the proficiency 
and national minimum standards. 
 
Mean is the average score for the students.  The means 
include imputed scores for students who were absent or 
withdrawn from the test(s) but not exempt students. 
 
Standard Deviation (SD) is a measure of the spread in the 
scores across students. 
 

Proficiency rate (Prof+) indicates the proportion of students 
on track to meet the curriculum expectations for the year level 
and assessment area.  The proficiency standards are based 
on provisional work conducted nationally.  They represent 
challenging but reasonable Reading and Numeracy 
achievement expectations for a typical student in Years 3, 5, 7 
or 9.  Proficiency standards are more challenging to achieve 
than national minimum standards and are considered better 
indicators of the quality of students’ reading and numeracy 
skills.  This is the first year proficiency is reported.  It is only 
applicable for Reading and Numeracy, across WA public 
school students overall. 
 
National minimum standards (NMS) are nationally agreed 
minimum standards expected of students at each year level 
for each assessment.  Rates are reported showing the 
percentage of students ‘at or above’ or ‘below’ the national 
minimum standard for each assessment and year level. 
 
Gender is as reported by students and/or parents in their 
school enrolment data. 
 
Aboriginal students are those who identify as being of 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander origin, as indicated in 
their school enrolment data.    
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