Learning Areas

Context

English
Texts and contexts (Everyday texts, School)
(Outcomes 3.4, 4.4), Language (Outcomes 3.7,
4.7, 3.8, 4.8), Strategies (Outcomes 3.11, 4.11,
3.12, 4.12).

New arrivals need to
understand the roles,
structures and functions
of the Australian political
systems and the roles
and responsibilities
of citizens relating to
living in a democratic
community.

Society and Environment
Social systems (Outcomes 3.10, 3.12).

Essential Learnings
Interdependence
Students appreciate they have rights and
responsibilities in the different levels of
government.
Thinking
Students gather a range of evidence to
substantiate a particular point of view.
Communication
Students research, collect, plan, organise and
share findings.

ESL Scope and
Scales
Working within Scales
6-9

Band
Senior Years

Year Levels
Adult students in
second semester of
New Arrivals Program

Evidence
A written persuasive
argument giving views
for or against the
statement Australia
should become a
Republic.

Living in a
Democratic
Society
Developing an
Argument

Equity
Multicultural perspective
New arrivals from a range of cultural and
linguistic backgrounds and experiences bring a
range of perspectives on, and understandings
about, government. These perspectives
are acknowledged and used to broaden
understandings of other students about
government.

Timeline
8 weeks in second semester of New Arrivals
Program, 4 lessons per week
(2 S&E, 2 English).
Total 50–60 hours.

NAP
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Teaching and Learning Cycle
Living in a Democratic Society – Developing an Argument
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• Organise a jumbled argument.

• Internet research—State and local government.

• Deconstruct argument for its language
features.
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• Using notes of one side/view orally
present argument.

• Use teacher feedback and language
activities to redraft text.

• Construct a draft written argument.

• Prepare and present argument as oral
presentation.
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• Students choose own topic.
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• Use model text to practise note-taking
and giving oral presentation of the
argument.

• Read texts providing opposite views
and note.

• Use feedback to redraft.
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• Watch video/read texts on topic
‘Australia should be a Republic’.
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• Use videos and texts to extend understandings.

• What it means to be a citizen.
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Three levels of Government and responsibilities

Citizenship
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• Examine purpose and structure of a
range of genres.

• Excursions—Parliament House, Local
Government.
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• Plan and draft argument.
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Overview of language taught in the
teaching, learning and assessing program
A summary of the language mostly pertaining to an argument as taught in the following teaching, learning and assessing program.
The metalanguage that students may need in order to discuss the above language features is bolded.

Text in context

Language
Genre

• Explore the purpose,
structure and language feat
ures of an argument genre.
• Gain information from a range
of websites.
• Take notes.

Field

• Structure of a website:
- title, links, text, menu bars.

• Noun groups with describers,
classifiers, qualifiers.

• Note taking structure:
- subheadings
- dot points / numbers.

• Verbs / Processes:
- action
- mental
- relational.

• Structure of an argument:
- introduction
- argument 1, 2
- conclusion / reiteration.

• Everyday and technical
vocabulary related to
government and a website.

• Language to organise an
argument:
- noun groups
- conjunctions at the start of
paragraphs and between
sentences.
• Language to expand
information:
- linking and binding
conjunctions.
• Pronouns.

NAP
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Tenor

Mode

• Modality:
- possibility
- obligation.

• Tense:
- primary tense (eg present)
- secondary.

• Interpersonal meaning:
- attitudes, opinions
- idioms related to
government.

• Foregrounding:
- people.

• Subjectivity (express
opinions).
• Speech functions:
- questions (wh, yes/no)
- statements.

• Coherence:
- links between introduction,
body, conclusion.
• Multimodality:
- understand links between
pictures, text, web links.

• Verbal elements:
- pronunciation
- intonation
- volume
- gestures
- eye contact
- posture
- listening for keywords.

Living in a Democratic Society Developing an Argument



Building the Field
In Building the Field, the main objective is to connect with the prior knowledge of the students, build understanding of levels of
government and develop the everyday and technical language of government.

The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities
Introduction
• Activities to gather and begin to build on
prior knowledge of students:
- in pairs, use focus questions to talk
about systems of Government in their
country of origin
- each student gives a brief report (2-3
sentences) to the class on the system
of government in partner’s country of
origin
- as a class, after each report record
key words which emerge (eg federal,
president, communist, democratic).
Levels of Government in Australia
• Watch video (eg Behind the News (BTN)
extracts on Government).
• Comprehension and cloze activities.
• Pair work:
- match word and meaning
- information gap activity.

NAP

Genre

Field
• Technical
vocabulary:
- titles (eg
Members of
Parliament,
State
Government)
- classifiers (eg
democratic
government).

• Technical
vocabulary (eg
house, seat,
party, Federal
Minister,
Opposition
members).

New Arrivals Program Teaching, Learning and Assessment Programs

Tenor
• Idioms (eg to
have a say,
to stand for
Parliament, to
stand for what
you believe).

Mode

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Students may need to use BSSO
support or bilingual dictionaries to use
technical terms. Alternatively teacher
can provide technical terms during
report/discussion.

Cloze activity can suit the needs of the
class and the varying student levels,
to develop technical vocabulary and
understanding of the topic.
See Teaching ESL through Studies of
Society and Environment p88 for further
activities.
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Behind the News Comprehension
Government in Australia

The Monarchy

1. How many levels of Government are there in Australia?
		 ..................................................................................................................
2. What party is in charge at the Federal level of government at the
moment?
		 ................................................................................................

1. Who is the monarch of the United Kingdom?
		 ..............................................................................................................
2. How did kings become kings hundreds of years ago? The person with
the biggest ............................................................... became king?

3. Who is the Prime Minister of Australia? ...................................................

3. What did some kings say was the reason they must be king? Some
kings claimed they were kings because .............. wanted them to be
king?

4. The Federal government is responsible for what affects the whole
country. What are some examples?

4. This was called the D.................................. Right of Kings.

		 ................................................................................................
5. The second level of government is the states and territories.
		 ..................................................................................................................
6. What are the states and territories responsible for?
		 ................................................................................................
7. What is the title of the leader of each state? P..........................................

5. Later there was more democracy. This meant the ...............................
had more say in who would gover.
6. Today the queen is a constitutional m.................. This means she can’t
do anything she wants. She must obey the constitution.
7. In theory she is the boss. She appoints the British ..................................
8. Decisions of Parliament can / can’t become law until she agrees.
9. She can also declare .................. and peace.

8. Who is the current leader of the SA government? ...................................

10. In practice she has to stay out of politics.

9. The third level of government is called ................................government.

11. Who is Australia’s Head of State? ............................................................

10. What sort of things is this level of government responsible for?
..................................................................................................................

12. What is the quen’s surname? ...................................................................

11. Who is the leader of the third level of government? .................................
Vocabulary
Appoints = decides, selects
Declare = say, start
Federal = national, for all the country
In charge = in power, in control
In practice = in reality, what really happens

NAP

The constitution = rules of how the country
is governed
The United Kingdom = The British Isles
What is the role = what does he/she do
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13. Who will become king / queen when Queen Elizabeth dies? ...................
14. The queen is also head of a religion / church? What is the name of this
Christian group? .......................................................................................
15. What is the job of the Governor General? He / She is the ................’s
representative.
16. What is the role of the Governor General? ..............................................
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The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities

Genre

State government
• State Government Internet activity. Go to:
www.parliament.sa.gov.au
• Students follow ICT worksheet to explore
the website, answer questions and
develop vocabulary lists.
• In pairs and using Inspiration, construct a
concept map about State government.
• Use an extract from the website or
another text, to jointly highlight noun
groups.
• Watch video segments and follow up with
discussion to develop understanding of
State government.
• Prepare questions about government
prior to visit to Parliament House.

• Structure of
website.

Field
• Technical
vocabulary
(eg legislative
Council, House of
Representatives,
names of
members,
electorates/
districts, ballot
papers, votes).

Mode

• Multimodality:
- understand
link between
pictures, text,
links.

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Design an ICT task based on SA
Parliament website to develop web
navigation and research skills (eg
students copy and paste pictures and
complete a simple cloze text about the
State Government and Electorates).

• Noun group
structure.
• Website
vocabularly (eg
links, scroll).

• Visit Parliament House, ask questions
and take notes.
• Read newspaper reports to follow up on
a particular current issue identified from
the visit. Use articles for concept and
vocabulary development.

NAP

Tenor
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• Question
formation:
- Wh questions
- Yes / No
questions.
• Verbal skills:
- voice
- eye contact
- posture.

If time, visit Australian Electrol
Commission (AEC) for a simulated
voting experience. Contact information
at: www.acc.gov.au
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State Government

1.

Type the SA Parliament website into the
browser: http://www.parliament.sa.gov.au

2.

Click on: About Parliament

3.

To copy the picture:
• Point at the picture
• Click and hold (Mac computers) or Right
click (PC computers eg in Co5, Science
pod)
• Choose: Copy
• Open a Word document
• Key in the title: State Government
• Save into your student folder
• Key in the sentence: Here is a picture of
Parliament House in South Australia.
• Paste the picture: Edit > Paste

4.

5.

NAP

• Click the link at the top: The House of
Assembly to find out the role (function,
job) of this House.

To find out about State government

At the top, click on the yellow tab: Members
• At the side list, click on: Premiers
• Double click on the last picture
• Copy and Paste this picture into your
Word document
• Key in and complete: The Premier of
South Australia is …..................
• He is the Leader of the ……….......…..
Party.
On the tab at the top, click: House of
Assembly
• Copy the picture into your Word
document.
• Write: The House of Assembly.
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6.

Click the tab at the top: The Legislative
Council.
• Copy and paste this picture into your
document.
• Key in the words: The Legislative
Council

7.

Find out more about your state electorate
• Type in the following internet address:
http://election2002.sa.gov.au
• Enter your suburb in the box: Suburb
search, to find the name of your
electorate.
• Press: Go.
• Find the name of your district. This the
name of your state electorate.
• Key in your Word document: The state
is divided into different electorates. My
electorate is …………....................
• Double click on the District to find out who
got the most votes at the last election.
[Hint: Who has the highest number of ballot papers (=
votes).]

• This is your local member. What is his /
her name?
• Key in your Word document: My local
member of State Parliament is:
…................................................................
He / She is a member of what Party:
…………………………...............................
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The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities

Genre

Field

Tenor

Local government
• Find information on local council on
internet and in phone book.
• Technical
vocabulary:
- names of
services (eg
amenities,
waste
collection,
recreational
facilities, rates,
permits).

• Jointly develop a concept map showing
understanding of local councils, using
Inspiration software.
• Develop questions:
- prepare questions, in groups, to be
answered when visiting local council
or for speaking to visiting councillor or
mayor
- share ideas with whole class
- group the questions under headings
which are negotiated with the class.

• During visit, students ask questions and
make notes under relevant headings.
• After visit, review concept map of local
councils.

• Note taking
structure:
- heading
- subheadings
- each dot point
on a new line.

Reflection
• Brief discussion on what are people’s
rights/responsibilities in Australia.

NAP

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Website: http://lga.sagov.au

• List key vocabulary.

• Review note taking skills (eg listening,
using headings, using key words, dot
points).

Mode
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• Multimodality:
- understand
link between
pictures, text,
links.

Students need to develop basic
understanding of local council services
offered to provide the field knowledge
for model argument.
Extension activity:

• Question
formation:
- Wh questions
- Yes / No
questions.

• Students make arrangements for the
visit to/by local council.

• Verbal elements:
- pronunciation
- intonation
- listening for key
words.
• Modality:
- obligation (eg
can, should,
have to).
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Local Government
15. What is the name of your Local Council?

1.

Open an internet browser

2.

Click and hold: Internet > Search > Yahoo

3.

Type in: South Australian Local
Government Association

16. What is the name of your Mayor?

Click the site: South Australian Local
Government Association or use the
following address to locate the Local
Government Association website:
http://www.lga.sa.gov.au

18. Click on the URL of your Local Council.

5.

Double click: South Australian Local
Government Association

6.

Click: Graphic Site

20. Find out about the library in your area (eg
How many libraries are there in your council
area? What is the address of one near you?)

7.

From the blue bar at the top, point the cursor
at: Local Govt. in SA

8.

Choose: Council Map

9.

Click the red area of the state. This is the
metropolitan area

4.

City of ............................................................

17. What is your Federal Electorate?

19. Find out about some services in your area.
Give 4 different services that are important to
you.

23. Find out about the recreation in your area
(eg How many playgrounds and parks are
there in your area. Where is a park near your
house?)
24. Find out about news/what is happening in
your council at the moment. What is one
event of interest to you?

21. Find the library catalogue
22. Look up a subject/topic you are interested in.
Find a book about that subject in your library.
Write the title

10. Scroll down to the bottom
11. Find this line: To search for Council areas
by address, town or suburb name, click
here.
12. Click: click here
13. In the search box, type your number, press:
Tab; street, press: Tab; suburb, press: Tab;
postcode
14. Press: Submit

NAP

Vocabulary
Metropolitan area = city and suburbs of Adelaide
Submit = send
Locate = find
Services = what the council does for you.
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Modelling/Text Deconstruction
In Modelling/Deconstruction, the main objective is to develop students’ understandings of the purpose, structure and
language features of the discussion genre.

The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities
Review genres
• Review previously learnt genres and
briefly compare discussion with an
argument genre.
Argument genre
• Provide a jumbled argument, including
structural stages, on the topic “That
local councils should provide more ...”.
Students work in pairs to sequence text,
stages and language features.
• Use key questions to explore the
structure of the text. Use colour to
emphasise different sections:
- What is the topic of the argument?
- Who is the writer and audience?
- What is the main argument—the thesis
in the introduction?
- What is the first/second/third argument
and elaboration/ reason?
- What is the main point in the
conclusion? How does it link to the
topic?

NAP

Genre
• Structure of an
argument:
- introduction
- argument 1 and
elaboration
- argument 2 and
elaboration
- argument 3 and
elaboration
- conclusion with
reiteration.
• Cohesive
resources
organising the
text:
- noun groups
(eg Another
reason)
- conjunctions
(eg Moreover,
Clearly)
- conjunctions
between
sentences (eg
As a result, In
this way).
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Field

Tenor

Mode

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Review of genres reinforces the notion
that genres have specific purposes,
structure and features.
Organising jumbled text (including
jumbled stages and language
features), supports students to revise
understanding that texts have stages
with typical language features.

• Coherence—
links between
introduction,
body, conclusion.

Some students may need to have more
support for the sequencing task (eg
sequence text only inside the framework
with stages and language features
already in place).
Some revision/introduction of meaning
and use of modal verbs may be needed
prior to exposure to text or during
discussion.
To develop understanding of the
writer/audience, discuss the idea
of participatory democracy and that
individuals in Australia can influence
decisions (eg write to local council to
present views).

Living in a Democratic Society Developing an Argument
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An Argument
Local Councils should provide more Youth Centres in local areas.
Stages

Text

Context = circumstances, situation
Thesis = main argument; your opinion
Preview = give the arguments you want
to present
Argument 1
Elaboration
Argument 2

Language Features

Many people believe there are not enough activities available for young people in the
local area. I strongly believe Local Councils should provide more Youth Centres in local
areas. The reasons are young people can then keep busy and learn new skills in the
holidays, make new friends and it might stop them vandalising property.

should

During the holidays, young people who have little to do could participate in youth
activities at the Youth Centres. In this way they could keep busy and active and also
learn useful skills.

could (= possible
actions)

Another reason is Youth Centres would give young people a place to meet and make
new friends. As a result they would develop valuable social skills.

Elaboration
Argument 3

Moreover, it might stop young people vandalising other people’s property because now
they would have better things to do like going to their local Youth Centre and having fun
and enjoying themselves.

Elaboration
Conclusion
Reiteration/Reinforcement of position
= repeat the main point strongly

Clearly, for the reasons given above, Local Councils should provide more Youth Centres.
They would be educational and provide useful experiences for the youth of our area.

simple present tense

connecting words:
giving reasons
connecting words:
adding points
would (= want
something to happen)
should
would

Summarise the arguments
Connecting Words
Adding More Points
and
also
…as well
too
in addition

NAP

In addition
Besides
One …. Another ….
Not only….but (also)
Moreover (formal)
Furthermore (formal)

Result
This means/shows
As a result
In this way
because
and so
so
Then
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Reason
The reasons are ..
Another reason is …
This is because..
because
to + verb
so
for

Reference
it/they
this/these
that/those
who (people)
which, that (things)

Conclusion
Clearly
As can be seen
It is evident that
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The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities

Genre

• Jointly deconstruct the language. Use
colours to emphasise pattern of language
features.
• Complete cloze exercise on other
arguments (eg Children should start
school at eight years of age) to reinforce
structure and language features,
discussed as a class, using OHT.
Oral presentation
• Notetaking:
- with the class use the text above to
extract and record main points of first
two paragraphs on a planning proforma
- independently complete main points for
the rest of the text
- selected students write their own notes
on the OHT inviting class feedback.

• Conjunctions
within sentences
(eg and, and
also).

Field

Tenor

• Processes:
- actions (eg
vandalising,
develop)
- mental (eg
believe).

• Modality:
- obligation (eg
should)
- possibility (eg
could, might
would).

• Noun group:
- qualifier (eg
young people
who have little
to do).

• Attitudinal
language (eg I
strongly believe).

• Reference items
(eg it, the, they,
those).

• Discuss oral presentation skills:
- with notes on OHT, model giving oral
presentation
- discuss oral presentation assessment
proforma.

• Verbal elements:
- pronunciation
- stance
- eye contact
- gestures
- volume
- intonation.

Mode
• Tenses:
- primary tense:
simple present
(eg believe, is)
- secondary
tense: with
modals (eg
would give,
should provide).

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Connecting words is a simpler way of
referring to cohesive resources.
Cloze text can be presented inside the
framework of Stages—Text—Language
features or the stages and language
features can be identified in an ongoing
way as the cloze exercise is completed.
Multiple purposes for the oral
presentation activities:
- review structure of an argument
- develop note taking skills
- develop use of planning proforma
- give an oral presentation based on
notes only
- practise oral presentation skills
- introduction to assessment
proforma.
This could be repeated with other,
possibly unrelated topics.

• Selected students give presentations in
small groups.

NAP
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Oral Presentation Assessment Proforma
Name: ............................................................................................................. Date: ........../........../..........

Oral Assessment Criteria
Did you...?

Good

Task: Present an oral arangement to
the class about a local council issue.
Satisfactory

Keep working on this

Content and Structure
• Give an introduction with context and thesis
• Present a number of arguments clearly
• Elaborate each argument
• Give an effective conclusion

Vocabulary
• Have accurate English
• Use could, should, would
• Use effective ways to link your points
• Use good vocabulary

Confidence
• Keep going if you made a mistake
• Stand confidently
• Use notes/cue cards well
• Not read
• Use eye contact

Interesting to the audeience
• Use good intonation, stress and rhythm
• Use a good pace (speed) not too fast or slow
• Use clear pronunciation
• Have good fluency (=to speak without stopping or hesitating)
• Have good volume so people can hear easily

NAP
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An Argument (Version 1)
Children should start school at eight years of age.
Stages

Text

Context/Background

Children start school at different ages in different countries around the world. People have different opinions about
what is the best age for students to begin formal education. I strongly believe that children should start school at
eight years of age. It would give ............. more time with ............ parents to develop important skills and could take
better care of themselves which would all mean ............. would be more ready for schooling.

Opinion/
Position statement
Preview

.................. children should start school at eight years of age is they would have more time with their parents and
so develop strong, loving family bonds. ................. bonds are what keep families together and the family is the most
important unit in society today.

Argument 1
Elaboration
Argument 2

.......................for a later school starting age is that children then have better skills to help them learn more
effectively at school. They can sit and listen to the teacher’s instructions and they can concentrate for longer.
............................. means they can learn faster.

Elaboration

................................ for children starting school at eight years of age is that children can look after themselves
better. They have developed more independent skills and would not need the teacher to spend time on basic care
such as blowing the children’s nose or helping them with toilet training .................................. the teacher could
spend more time on teaching skills. This is a better use of school time.

Argument 3
Elaboration

Reiteration/Reinforcement of position
Summarise main points

................... from the convincing reasons above, children should start school at eight years of age. Families would
have more time with their children at home while they are developing ................. so the children would have better
skills to begin learning well in a school environment.
Connecting Words

Adding More Points
and
also
…as well
too

NAP

In addition
Besides
One …. Another ….
Not only….but (also)
Moreover (formal)
Furthermore (formal)

Result
This means/shows
As a result
In this way
because
and so
so
Then
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Reason
The reasons are ..
Another reason is …
This is because..
because
to
so
for

Reference
it/they
this/these
that/those
who (people)
which, that (things)

Conclusion
Clearly
As can be seen
It is evident that
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An Argument (Version 2)
Children should start school at eight years of age.
Stages
Identify the stages of the text

Text

Language Features

Children start school at different ages in different countries around the world. People
have different opinions about what is the best age for students to begin formal education.
I strongly believe that children ........................ start school at eight years of age. It .........
give them more time with their parents to develop important skills, the children ............
take better care of themselves which ........... all mean they would be more ready for
schooling.

Identify language
feature of the text.

......... important reason children should start school at eight years of age is they .........
have more time with their parents .............. develop strong, loving family bonds .............
bonds are what keep families together ............... the family is the most important unit in
society today.
............ strong reason for a later school starting age is that children then have better
skills to help them learn more effectively at school. They can sit and listen to the
teacher’s instructions and they can concentrate for longer ................ means they can
learn faster.
A ............. argument for children starting school at eight years of age is that children can
look after themselves better. They have developed more independent skills and ..............
not need the teacher to spend time on basic care such as blowing the children’s nose or
helping them with toilet training...................., the teacher .............. spend more time on
teaching skills. This is a better use of school time.
........................ from the convincing reasons above, children ............... start school at
eight years of age. Families ............... have more time with their children at home while
they are developing and so the children ................... have better skills to begin learning
well in a school environment.

NAP
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Joint Construction
In Joint Construction, the teacher and students construct a written argument together. Through this process, the teacher
scaffolds the students’ choices and at the same time moves them towards independent construction.

The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities

Genre

Field

Tenor

Mode

Written argument
• Students choose their own issue “Local
councils should provide more ...”.
• Independently plan argument using
planning proforma.
• Write draft with teacher support.
• Give feedback using editing symbols and
comments.
• Expand range and control of language
through language exercises.
• Explain common class errors.
• Complete final version with teacher
support.

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics
Paired rather than individual work could
be used to provide peer support.

• Structure:
- introduction
- argument 1 and
elaboration
- argument 2 and
elaboration
- argument 3 and
elaboration
- conclusion with
reiteration.

• Noun groups
with:
- describers
- qualifiers.

• Modality.
• Verbal elements.

• Foregrounding:
- people (eg We,
People, They).

• Processes:
- action
- mental
- relational.

Oral presentation
• Review assessment criteria for oral
presentation.
• Prepare oral presentation on same topic
with cue cards.
• Provide feedback on oral presentation on
assessment proforma.

NAP
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Written Argument Assessment Proforma
Name: ......................................................................................................
Date: ........../........../..........

Task: Write an
argument on
the topic.

That ..............................................................................................
......................................................................................................
......................................................................................................

Oral Assessment Criteria
Did you...?

Good

Satisfactory

Keep working on this

Preparation
• Use a Planning Sheet to write notes

Structure
• Introduction
- Clearly explain the problem/question in the introduction (gives the context)
- Give your opinion (= position statement)
- Preview the arguments (= summary of arguments)
• Body
- Give an argument and elaboration on each paragraph
- Support each argument with evidence
• Conclusion
- Reiterate (repeat your opinion) with a strong summary of argument

Vocabulary
• Use vocabulary related to the topic
• Use strong words to express feelings and try to persuade
• Use connecting words
• Use should, could and would where needed
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Written Argument Assessment Proforma
Did you...?

Good

continued

Satisfactory

Keep working on this

Accuracy
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Tenses/verb form (eg simple present, could/would + infinitive)
• Subject verb agreement
• Plurals
• Punctuation, capitals
• Use words with correct meaning
• Use pronouns correctly

Content
• Include detailed information
• Include relevant information

Comments
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Independent Construction
In Independent Construction, students independently construct an argument as the summative task for this topic.

The activities on the left column will provide particular
development in these areas
Activities

Genre

Republic Issue
• Watch videos or read texts related to
monarchy/republic issue.

Field

Tenor

Mode

Supplementary and extension
activities. Comments are in italics

• Technical
vocabulary (eg
constitution,
Head of State,
British system).

• Read two texts each presenting a
different side of the issue.
• Orally identify the arguments in each
text, with some points whiteboarded and
copied.
• Select one side, highlight key points and
make notes on concept map or planning
proforma.
• With texts removed, orally present
argument in pairs.
Independent construction
• Independently construct an argument,
referring to support documents as
required (eg vocabulary lists, lists
of connecting words and sentence
beginnings).

• Structure:
- introduction
- argument 1 and
elaboration
- argument 2 and
elaboration
- argument 3 and
elaboration
- conclusion with
reiteration.

• Provide feedback on assessment criteria
checklist.
• Redraft in response to feedback.
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Australians for
a Constitutinal
Monarchy

The Australian
Republican
Movement

We already have a good system of
government. Before Australia became
a federation in 1901, the people of Australia debated the best system of
government, which would create a unified nation. The very best ideas were
taken from constitutions all over the world and the result was Federation
and the Australian Constitution.

Our Head of state should represent
Australia and our national values. Why
should Australia’s Head of State be the King or Queen of England? Why is
not an Australian good enough to be our Head of State?

Our current system gives us stable government. Why change it? To become
a republic would require making at least 70 changes to our Constitution.
Why experiment with something that is not broken?

Australia has people who have come from all over the world to make
Australia their home. The Head of State should be someone all people
identify with. It should not be someone from another country.

The Governor General is already an Australian. We don’t need to become a
republic with an Australian president.

Queen Elizabeth does not live here and does not travel as the Queen
of Australia. She is admired and respected by all Australians. However,
when she travels, she does so as the British Head of State. She does not
promote Australian interests.

Australia has a proud history. Our system of government is based on the
British system. We have strong traditional links to the British Royal family.
The Australian people do not want to cut these connections with the past.

Australians believe everyone is equal. They believe in fairness and equality
for all. Every Australian child should be able to become the leader of this
country. Why should someone be leader just because of their birth?

Vocabulary

Today when people become citizens of Australia or members of parliament,
they swear allegiance to the Queen, not to Australia. We should encourage
commitment to this country, not to a monarch who lives far away overseas.

Based on = started from
Create = make something new
Current = now
Debated = discussed, argued
Require = need
Stable = not easily upsed, changed
Unified = as one
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Vocabulary

Admired = liked
Allegiance = duty, loyalty, support
Commitment = promise to be responsible
Identify = feel connected to; recognise
Interests = what is important to us

Monarch = king, queen.
National values = what we feel is important
Promote = advertise, help to start
Respected = concern for the other person
Swear = promise
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